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‘In despight of the devouring flame’: 
The Temple Church in London 
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700 years ago the Order of the Temple was in turmoil, its members under arrest, and its Grand 
Master soon to be burned at the stake. Its main church in England, at the New Temple in London, 
survived the suppression of the Order in 1312, and escaped (by a whisker) the Great Fire of London 
in 1666, only to be ravaged by fire during the Blitz in 1941. Nevertheless, it remains one of the most 
important surviving medieval monuments in London, with superb late Romanesque sculpture, 
luminous early Gothic architecture, a magnificent series of medieval monuments, and major post-
Reformation furnishings by Sir Christopher Wren and others. Although the subject of much 
antiquarian study in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, its significance in terms of artistic, 
liturgical and conservation developments has never been the subject of comprehensive scholarly 
study. The present conference aims to address this gap. Celebrating the 400th anniversary of the 
grant of the Temple’s Charter by James I, the conference is held in association with an exhibition at 
the Temple Church from 31 March to 15 June (for which see www.templechurch.com for details). 
 
To book a place: £15 (£10 concessions and Courtauld staff and students). Please send a cheque 
made payable to ‘Courtauld Institute of Art’ to: Research Forum Events Coordinator & Administrator, 
Courtauld Institute of Art Research Forum, Somerset House, Strand, London WC2R 0RN, clearly 
stating that you wish to book for the ‘Temple Church conference'. For credit card bookings call 020 
7848 2785/2909. For further information, send an email to ResearchForumEvents@courtauld.ac.uk. 
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PROGRAMME 
 
09.15 - 09.45 Registration 

 
09.45 - 10.00 Introduction 

 
10.00 - 10.40 
 

Dr. Helen Nicholson (University of Cardiff)  
At the Heart of Medieval London: the New Temple in the Middle Ages 
 

10.40 - 11.20 Prof. Christopher Wilson (Emeritus, University College London)  
The Second Twelfth-century Temple Church: Southern England’s First Gothic 
Building? 
 

11.20 - 11.30 Discussion 
 

11.30 - 12.00 COFFEE/TEA  
 

12.00 - 12.40 Prof. Virginia Jansen (Emerita, University of California, Santa Cruz)  
Light and Pure: the Templars’ New Choir  
 

12.40 - 13.20 Philip Lankester (Royal Armouries, Leeds)  
The Thirteenth-century Military Effigies: Arms, Armour and Effigial Context 
 

13.20 - 13.30 Discussion 
 

13.30 - 14.40 BREAK FOR LUNCH 
 

14.40 - 15.20 David Park (Courtauld Institute of Art)  
‘Receive him like a brother’: the Medieval Monuments in the Temple Church 
 

15.20 - 16.00 Dr. Thomas Cocke (independent art historian)  
The Seventeenth-century Refitting of the Church  
 

16.00 - 16.10 Discussion 
 

16.10 - 16.40 TEA/COFFEE  
 

16.40 - 17.20 Prof. Rosemary Sweet (University of Leicester)  
‘A neat structure with pillars’: Changing Perceptions of the Temple Church in the 
Long Eighteenth Century 
 

17.20 - 18.00 Dr. William Whyte (St. John’s College, Oxford) 
Restoration and Recrimination: the Temple Church in the Nineteenth Century 
 

18.00 - 18.15 Discussion and Closing Remarks 
 

18.30 RECEPTION AT TEMPLE CHURCH  
 

 
 
 

Organised by David Park (Courtauld Institute of Art) and The Rev’d Robin Griffith-Jones (Master of 
The Temple) 
 


